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PLANNING & DESIGN DIRECTIVES FOR SOUTHLAND

• Support increased and bicycle access

• De-emphasize the automobile, and reconsider parking minimums

• Build a mixture of uses into the sites

• Orient buildings along main streets and limit front parking areas

• Incorporate and elevate spaces for people



NOACA TRANSPORTATION FOR LIVABLE COMMUNITIES (TLCI) & 

REGIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVES

• Developing transportation projects that provide more travel options

• Promoting reinvestment in underutilized or vacant/abandoned properties

• Supporting economic development

• Ensuring that the benefits of growth and change are available to all members of 

a community

• Providing people with safe and reliable transportation choices

• Enhancing regional cohesion



PROJECT SCOPE

• Community Engagement
• Information & updates provided online 

• 3 public meetings to share information, collect feedback, & present preferred district vision

• Transportation & Traffic Engineering
• Collect existing conditions traffic data at key intersections

• Calculate & project out anticipated trips generated

• Recommend improved intersection & roadway configurations

• NOACA TLCI Implementation Grant Authorship
• Develop project cost estimates 

• Identify & reconcile potential funding sources

• Compose & coordinate grant application 
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Existing Analysis
Circulation

• Primary circulation is outside the site / around 
the perimeter

• Secondary / interior circulation is primarily east 
– west 
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• Within Southland, front doors of some buildings 
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Existing Analysis
Circulation

• Primary circulation is outside the site / around 
the perimeter

• Secondary / interior circulation is primarily east 
– west 

Frontage

• Within Southland, front doors of some buildings 
face the sides and backs of other buildings

• Irregular presence along main corridors

• Limited signage – what’s here?

Occupancy

• Wide variety of businesses on-site and adjacent 
properties

• Southland has limited vacancies – demonstrates 
demand and customer base
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Identifying a Hierarchy
1. Gateways and Entry Points

• Get people here, draw them in

2. Connections To and Through

• Improve experience of arrival

• Increase north – south circulation within 
site

3. Strengthen Street Edge

• Bolster presence along corridors

• Repurpose underutilized land within site 

4. Redevelop Former Sears Site

• Make a statement about the future of 
Middleburg Heights

• Bring in missing use(s) that will support 
surrounding retail, reinforce above site 
form 
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Existing Traffic Control
1. Speed Limits

• Pearl Road = 35 mph

• W. 130th Street = 25 mph

• Smith Road = 25 mph

2. Signalized Intersections

3. Turn Lanes

4. Through Lanes

• Pearl Road = 4 + TWLTL

• W. 130th Street = 4 + TWLTL

• Smith Road = 4 + TWLTL

25

TWLTL = Two Way Left Turn Lanes



Traffic Volumes
2020 2040
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Future Conditions Traffic

• Develop projected site-generated traffic for proposed 
development

• Analyze and document anticipated travel patterns and 

operational performance at study area intersections

• Accommodate all travel modes with Southland District and 

connecting to adjacent neighborhoods

o Bicycle, pedestrian, transit, motor vehicle

o Infrastructure configuration and related accommodations

o Safe & comfortable travel for all modes

• Document traffic analysis, results and recommendations to 
qualify and apply for NOACA funding
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NEXT STEPS

• Analyze future traffic data & community feedback

• Form transportation recommendations

• Revise Development Plan

• Next Meeting: July 27, 2021




